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Definition 

Morgellons disease (MD) is a 
dermatologic condition associated with 
spirochetal infections ς mostly  Borrelia 
spp. ς and other co-infections. It is 
characterized by spontaneously-
appearing, slowly-healing, ulcerative, 
filamentous skin lesions, that may be 
accompanied by stinging or crawling 
sensations. The key diagnostic criterion 
is the presence of colored filaments 
(mostly white, blue or red) that 
protrude from or are embedded in skin.  



Å1643 ς {ƛǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ǊƻǿƴŜΩǎ 
monograph described an illness, in 
which coarse black hairs emerged 
from the skin. 

Å1544 to 1884 ς Kellet summarized 
.ǊƻǿƴŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
accounts ς scientists debated if 
άƘŀƛǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŀƴƛƳŀǘŜΦ  

1682 ï drawing by 

 Dr. Michel Ettmuller  

άLƴŀƴƛƳŀǘŜΣ 
LŜǾŜƴƭƻƻǎέ 

Father of Microbiology  

History 
Sir Thomas Browne  



History 

Å1894 ς Thibierge ς case 
studies of 
άŀŎŀǊƻǇƘƻōƛŀέΣ 
erroneous and 
unshakeable beliefs of 
skin infestation by 
parasites.  

Å1902 to 1938 ς sporadic 
cases of 
άǇŀǊŀǎƛǘƻǇƘƻōƛŀǎέ ƻǊ 
άŘŜǊƳŀǘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
ƘȅǇƻŎƘƻƴŘǊƛŀǎƛǎέΦ 



History (continued) 

Å1935 ς French physician, Vié reported 
6/8 subjects in his case studies had 
syphilis.   

Å1938 ς Dr. Karl Ekbom ς published 
seminal studies of delusionary 
parasitosis ς patients had movement 
sensations and false belief of insect 
infestation. Ekbom reported that 3/7 
subjects had syphilis, and mentioned 
self-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ άǎŀƴŘέ 
ŀƴŘ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘŀƛǊǎέΦ 

Å1946 ς Wilson and Miller, coin term 
άŘŜƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŀǎƛǘƻǎƛǎέ ό5htύ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ 
cases. 
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Dr. Karl-Axel Ekbom 



History (continued) 

Å2001 ς Biologist Mary Leitao, saw fibers in 
ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΩs skin, named the condition MD 
based on similarity to BrowneΩs description.  

Å1983 ς Lyell named the presentation of  
ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴǎ άǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘōƻȄ ǎƛƎƴέΦ   

Å2005 ς Leito teamed up with 
sympathizers, founded MRF 
(defunct). 

Å2009 ς Delusional Infestation (DI) 
proposed for MD. 

Å2006 ς CEHMDF founded. 

Å2001 ς to date: Polarized view of 
MD etiology: delusion vs. infection. 

 
1st Conference CEHMDF Cindy Casey Holman RN,  

Charles E Holman 
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Mary Leitao with her children  
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Morgellons disease (MD) proposed etiologies  

 

  

Hypotheses Supportive evidence 

Delusional disorder/Textile fibers. Peer-reviewed medical literature. 

Infectious etiology/ Biofibers of human origin. Peer-reviewed medical studies. 

Infectious etiology/ Filamentous organisms i.e. 
molds, insects, worms. 

Speculation, no evidence. 

Extraterrestrial origin/ Mystery fibers. Fantasy, no evidence. 

Bioengineering by nanites etc. /  Man-made 
filaments. 

Fantasy, no evidence. 

Toxins/Filaments of silicone, dental adhesive, 
chemtrails, GMOs, mercury etc. 

Fantasy, no evidence. 
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