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Definition

Morgellons disease (MD) is a
dermatologic condition associated with
spirochetal infectiong mostly Borrelia
spp.¢ and other cainfections. It is
characterized by spontaneously
appearing, slowhnhealing, ulcerative,
filamentous skin lesions, that may be
accompanied by stinging or crawling
sensations. Thkey diagnostic criterion
IS the presence of colordilaments
(mostly white, blue or red) that
protrude from or are embedded in skin.



History

: Antonie van Leeuwenhoek
Sir Thomas Browne (1632-1723)

A1643c{ ANJ CK2YIl & . NRB gy S%OHMorobioloay
monograph described an illness, in | o mm sy
which coarse black hairs emerged ‘ =
from the skin.

A 1544 to 1884; Kellet summarized | .
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History

A 1894¢ Thibiergec case
studies of
GF OF NRLIK20A I €
erroneous and
unshakeable beliefs of
skin infestation by
parasites.

A 1902 to 1938; sporadic
cases of
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Dr. Karl-Axel Ekbom

History (continued

A 1935¢ French physician, Vié reported
6/8 subjects in his case studies had
syphilis.

A 1938¢ Dr. Karl Ekbomg published
seminal studies of delusionary
parasitosis; patients had movement
sensations and false belief of insect
Infestation. Ekbom reported that 3/7
subjects had syphilis, and mentioned
selfO2f f SOGSR aLISOAY.
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A 1946¢ Wilson and Miller, coin term N
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spirochetal agent
CaSES. of syphilis




History (continued)

A 1983¢ Lyell named the presentation of
AaLISOAYSYa aGKS YI OOf
A 2001c¢ Biologist Mary Leitao, saw fibers in

K S NJs &k yh&ned the condition MD
based on similarity to Browi@description.

A 2005¢ Leito teamed up with
sympathizers, founded MRF
(defunct).

A 2009¢ Delusional Infestation (DI)
proposed for MD.

A 2006¢ CEHMDF founded.

A 2001c to date: Polarized view of
MD etiology: delusion vs. infection,

indy Casey Holman RN, 1st Conference CEHMDF
Charles E Holman




Hierarchy of Scientific Evidence Not Scientific Evidence

Strongest

Meta-

Hearsay, youtube
analyses

. videos, personal
& systematic d’ F: ¢
reviews anecdotes, gu

Randomized feelings, in§tincts,
controlled trials pseudoscience
websites, blogs,

patient chat groups
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Cohort studies

Weakest



Morgellons disease (MD) proposed etiologies

Hypotheses

Supportive evidence

Delusional disorder/Textile fibers.

Peerreviewed medical literature.

Infectious etiology/ Biofibers of human origin.

Peerreviewed medical studies.

Infectious etiology/ Filamentous organisms i.e.
molds, insects, worms.

Speculation, no evidence.

Extraterrestrial origin/ Mystery fibers.

Fantasyno evidence.

Bioengineering by nanites etc.Man-made
filaments.

Fantasyno evidence.

ToxingFilaments ofsilicone, dental adhesive,
chemtrails, GMOs mercury etc.

Fantasyno evidence.
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